
Chemistry 490, Chemistry and Biochemistry Seminar 
Fall 2015 

 
Instructor: Dr. Jason Overby 
Office: SSMB 318 
Office Hours: MWF 9-12; others by arrangement 
e-mail: overbyj@cofc.edu 
Homepage: http://www.cofc.edu/~overbyj 
Phone: 953-8098 
 
Description of Course 
 

A weekly seminar to prepare students for careers in chemistry and biochemistry 
and to present recent advances in the field. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
To summarize current research trends in chemistry and biochemistry 
To articulate experimental strategies being used to address questions important to the 
discipline of chemistry 
 
Course Conduct 
 
Your conduct in this course is expected to be professional and respectful at all times. 
Disruptive students will be removed from the classroom and may be subject to 
disciplinary action. 
 
Class policies 
 

Attendance at all class meetings is expected. Any excuse for missing class must 
be accompanied by a report from the Dean of Undergraduate students. Self-reporting of 
excuses is not acceptable. 

 
Each unexcused absence will result in a 1% deduction of your final grade. A total 

of four unexcused absences will result in a WA grade and your dismissal from the 
course. Tardiness to seminar will result in a 50% deduction in that week’s attendance 
grade. 

 
Students should avoid making appointments during the scheduled seminar class 

time. Non-emergency physician and dental appointments will not be excused. 
 
The following rules will be enforced rigorously. 
 
• Fill the seats from the third row back. Do not sit in the last five rows of the lecture 

room. 
• Turn off all cell phones before entering the lecture room. 
• No headphones are allowed during the seminar. 
• Texting is not allowed during seminar. 
• Personal computers may be used to take notes but no “web surfing” or non 

relevant websites are allowed. 



• Food and drink are allowed in SSMB 129 but make sure you clean up all trash as 
you leave. 

• Do not have individual conversations during the seminar. 
• Faculty members have been advised to report any violations of these policies! 
 

 
Grading Scale 
 

A 92-100 
A– 90-91 
B+ 88-89 
B 82-87 

B– 80-81 
C+ 78-79 
C 72-77 

C– 70-71 
D+ 68-69 
D 62-67 

D– 60-61 
F below 60 

 
Grading Scheme 
 

Seminar Summaries 50% 
Attendance 
Student CV 

25% 
5% 

iBiosketch 5% 
Final Exam 15% 

 
Grading Policy 
 

After each seminar, you must compile a one paragraph summary of the seminar. 
These will be due by the beginning of the following week’s seminar. These summaries 
must be submitted as a pdf to a dropbox on OAKS. There is no such thing as late 
summaries.  

 
You are also required to submit a summary CV of yourself. These will be submitted 

in pdf form on OAKS. Finally, you are required to complete an iBiosketch profile. Many 
of you have already done this. If you have already submitted one, you will need to 
update it. 

 
The final exam will be a multiple choice exam will be a multiple choice test to 

evaluate your knowledge of the seminar speakers (i.e., affiliation of speaker, topic of 
seminar, educational background of speaker.) 

 
The Honor system is in effect in all your efforts for this course. Cheating will not be 

tolerated. If you are caught cheating, a grade of “F” will automatically be given and you 
will be brought before the Honor Board. Please refer to the Department’s policy on 
Scientific Integrity for more information. By enrolling in this course, you are agreeing to 
abide by the Departmental policy on Scientific Integrity. 


